In November 1598 the English administration in Dublin received several shocking advertisements that the loyal and trusted Old English Sheriff of Kildare, James Fitzpiers 
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Descending from the 'bastard' lineage of MacThomas, James Fitzpiers Fitzgerald of Ballyshannon, County Kildare, was the chief of Ireland's 'Bastard Geraldines'. By the close of the sixteenth century this lineage had become independent of the Fitzgerald earls of Kildare; Fitzpiers, however, seems to have maintained relatively close relations with the earls. 22 As chief of the 'Bastard Geraldines', Fitzpiers held superior command over all his kinsmen and their retainers, which made him a man of rather significant military strength. Unfortunately, little is known about Fitzpiers' participation in the early stages of the Nine Years' War; between 1594 and 1597 the Irish state papers contain only a few notes on his activities and affairs. This is not altogether surprising since Fitzpiers was not a man of English-style title and, although he held office as sheriff of Kildare for a period, he did not hold office in the crown's Irish administration or army. But, in November 1598, and for several months following, Fitzpiers's name appeared regularly in official correspondence and contemporary discourses. This was not because of any notable action against the rebels; instead, suspected of duplicitous dealings, Fitzpiers had come to represent the most worrisome kind of Old Englishman: the 'secret traitor'. As a result, Fitzpiers became the subject of a much debated and complicated state investigation. Yet, as the case began to unravel, it seemed impossible to classify his treasonous personality or diagnose the exact motivation for his depraved actions; in fact, Fitzpiers's case could hardly have been more complicated.
Fitzpiers presents a very interesting subject for a study of Old English loyalties, not least of all because of the ambiguity surrounding his religious persuasions. Unlike so many other Old English loyalists, there is no evidence with which to confirm Fitzpiers's religious allegiances, though it has been suggested that his father, Sir Piers Fitzjames to 'bring them to me, one after an other, & there priests will assure them to me by there booke oathes'. 99 As for O'Neill, Lee planned to compass him by acquainting his secretary, Henry Hovenden, with the plan. 100 Finally, once all arrangements were in place, Lee averred that he would be able to 'drawe them as I lyste' and 'order them as pleaseth me'. 101 Lee made few excuses for his conspiracy, or for the rogue behaviour of his friend
Fitzpiers. From the outset Lee admitted that his scheme dictated acts of treason in order to achieve its end, yet he had purposefully designed it in such a way as to keep himself clear of any treasonous dealings with the rebels. When asked to further qualify how he planned to achieve all this without being detected, Lee announced that 'he did thinke to compasse them by Iames fitzpeirs'. 102 The Irish council seemed taken aback by Lee's plan to turn Fitzpiers, 'a good & dutifull subiect', into 'the executor of your plot', but Lee was quick to respond that Fitzpiers was still a paradigm of crown loyalty, even asserting that he was amongst the four most trustworthy crown subjects in the whole of Ireland. 103 Lee also maintained that Fitzpiers had resolutely ignored all rebel overtures, including the 
